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 Edited by Tod F. Stuessy

ENGLER MEDAL FOR 2007/2008 
AWARDED TO DAVID MABBERLEY

On 12 August 2009 the IAPT presented its prestigious 
Engler Medal in Silver for the most outstanding publication in 
monographic or floristic systematic botany published in 2007 
or 2008. The medal was awarded to David J. Mabberley of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, for the third edition of his Plant-
book published on 1 May 2008 by Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge (www.cup.org). Pieter Baas, former Vice President 
of IAPT, presented the award in Leiden during the 10–14 Au-
gust meeting of the Systematics Association and related national 
societies from Europe. The Plant-book was the unanimous se-
lection of the Honours Committee consisting of Walter Lack 
(Berlin), Peter Stevens (St. Louis), and Acting Chair Rudolf 
Schmid (Berkeley), who were assisted by Tod Stuessy (Vienna). 
The original Chair, David Mabberley, recused himself.

The author of 16 books, Mabberley is undoubtedly best 
known for the three editions of his Plant-book, which certainly 
must also be the best known of all the meritorious works com-
memorated by medals awarded by IAPT, that is, by its Engler, 
Stafleu, and Stebbins Medals. The Plant-book has been uni-
versally lauded: “wondrous,” “classic,” “an essential elbow 
reference book,” “a desert-island work,” and numerous other 
acclaims.

In its 22 March 2009 letter to Mabberley 
the Honours Committee noted: “The third edi-
tion is a substantial revision of the excellent 
and much used earlier 1987 and 1997 editions. 
The Plant-book has become an indispensable 
sourcebook for both botanists and zoologists. 
For instance, nearly every herbarium has at 
least one copy of this book available for ready 
reference.” In acknowledgment Mabberley 
wrote in a 20 April letter (not e-mail): “May 
I say at once how thrilled I am to be able to 
accept this great honour? Coming from the 
organisation for which I have the greatest re-
spect, this is doubly significant for me, though 
to have an association with the extraordinarily 
distinguished Engler is somewhat daunting. … 
The Medal [is] to be presented at the System-
atics Meeting in Leiden in August this year, 
again a double honour as this is the city of my 
‘other’ university!”

The full title of the awarded work is: Mabberley’s Plant-
book: A Portable Dictionary of Plants, their Classification and 
Uses, Utilizing Kubitzki’s The Families and Genera of Vascular 
Plants (1990–) and Current Botanical Literature; Arranged Ac-
cording to the Principles of Molecular Systematics, 3rd edition 
(2008). The 1987 and 1997 editions were entitled: The Plant-
book: A Portable Dictionary of the Vascular Plants Utilizing 
[edition 2 adds here: Kubitzki’s The Families and Genera of 
Vascular Plants (1990–),] Cronquist’s An Integrated System of 
Classification of Flowering Plants (1981), and Current Botani-
cal Literature Arranged Largely on the Principles of Editions 
1–6 (1896/97–1931) of Willis’s A Dictionary of the Flowering 
Plants and Ferns. The subtitles note the important influences 
and illustrious pedigree. The subtitle, already perhaps one of 
the longest for a modern botanical work, might have nailed 
that status by tacking on: “and modified principles of editions 
7–8 (1966, 1973) of Airy Shaw’s A Dictionary of the Flowering 
Plants and Ferns.” Incidentally, Airy Shaw “perforce omitted” 
“certain categories of information.”

Mabberley noted (PB3, p. xiv): “Finally, because the name 
‘Plant-book’ has been hijacked by another publication. I have 
been persuaded (rather reluctantly) to make the title of this work 
less vulnerable. In any case, I am told that most people refer to my 
book as ‘Mabberley’.” Actually fide WorldCat, there is a plague 

Pieter Baas (left) presenting the Engler Medal 2007/2008 to David Mabberley.
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of hijackers for solo “Plant book,” “Plant-book,” or “Plantbook,” 
and a pandemic with adjectival modifiers such as “Prickly plant-
book.” Incidentally, WorldCat accessed on 22 June 2009 ranked 
29th Mabberley’s Plant-book ! One presumes it was not “vulner-
able” by this fowl publication?: Plantbook query page, AMS, 
USDA, Poultry Programs, Washington (http://apps.ams.usda
.gov/plantbook/query_pages/plantbook_query.asp, accessed 21 
June 2009), which deals with standards of poultry plants (i.e., 
factories) and grading of poultry!

At xviii, 1021 pages, with one figure, the third edition of 
the Plant-book is a substantial revision, “with over 1650 addi-
tional new entries,” compared to the unillustrated second and 
first editions at, respectively, xvi, 858 versus xii, 706 pages. The 
now voluminous literature on molecular biology was fully inte-
grated into the latest edition. All three editions are marvelous 
achievements of botanical compilation. The third edition added 
a handy string bookmark, to which might have been attached 
a magnifying glass to aid aging and fading botanists. [More 
information on Mabberley’s Plant-book appears in reviews of 
editions 1–3 by R. Schmid in Taxon 37: 420–421 (May 1988), 47: 
243–245 (Feb. 1998), and 57: 1036–1037 (Aug. 2008); correc-
tion: fide DJM, 3 Sep. 2008 e-mail, PB3 was published 1 May 
2008, not June 2008.]

Congratulations and best wishes, David, for enriching bot-
any with your Plant-book and all your other excellent works! 
— Rudolf Schmid, University of California, Berkeley, schmid@
berkeley.edu

OSH NAMED FOR NEIL HARRIMAN
The herbarium at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh 

(OSH) was officially named in honor of its founder and Cura-
tor Emeritus, Dr. Neil A. Harriman on September 8, 2009, as 
part of opening-day ceremonies for the new academic year. 
University Chancellor Dr. Richard H. Wells presented Harri-
man with a framed certificate that read in part, “For over four 
decades, University of Wisconsin Oshkosh professor emeritus 
Neil Harriman has focused his attention and expertise on the 
establishment, development and collection of materials that 
will be perpetually used by students, faculty and staff as well 

OBITUARY NOTICE
IAPT council member Prof. Santiago Castroviejo passed 

away at 23:00 on September 30, 2009. Although he had been 
struggling with cancer for the last two years, this still comes 
as an enormous shock. Santiago was director of the Real Jardín 
Botánico, Madrid (CSIC) between 1984 and 1994 where he 
consolidated the institution in all respects, after difficult times 
in the 70s. A dedicated taxonomist, he was the promoter and 
coordinator of the ambitious and successful Flora Iberica proj-
ect since its inception in 1980, and also of the plant information 
system in the Internet, ANTHOS, as well as active promoter 
of electronic identification keys and floras. He was member of 
the Executive Committee of Euro+Med PlantBase and of the 
Steering Committee of the Species Plantarum Project-Flora of 
the World. A more detailed memorial will be forthcoming. — 
Gonzalo Nieto Feliner, Director, Real Jardín Botánico (CSIC), 
nieto@rjb.csic.es

as scientists, scholars and researchers from across the global 
community. This collection is recognized as one of the largest 
and best in the state of Wisconsin and will benefit all citizens 
in northeastern Wisconsin and beyond.”

The herbarium was established by Harriman at the time 
of his arrival on campus in 1964. By the time of his retirement 
in 1998, OSH had grown from a few cabinets and a handful of 
teaching specimens to a well-curated facility housing almost 
100,000 vascular plant specimens from around the globe and 
a botanical library of nearly 4,000 volumes plus major runs of 
serials and a large collection of reprints.

Since retiring and accepting the title of Curator Emeritus, 
Harriman has continued to work in the herbarium on an al-
most daily basis, collecting, mounting, filing, and identifying 
specimens. Today, accessions total over 117,000 sheets, approxi-
mately half from outside Wisconsin. The facility continues to be 
used daily by his successor in meeting the teaching, research, 

and service missions of the university. — Thomas G. Lammers, 
Curator, lammers@uwosh.edu

Dr. Richard H. Wells, Chancellor, University of Wisconsin 
Oshkosh, presenting the certificate to Neil A. Harriman.

Pieter Baas, laudator, David Mabberley, awardee, and Erik 
Smets after the ceremony.
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IAPT COUNCIL ACTIONS
The IAPT council met 9:00–16:00 on 12 October 2009 in 

the Brenan Suite of the Herbarium Building, Royal Botanic Gar-
dens, Kew, U.K. Persons in attendence were: David Mabberley 
(President), Ghillean Prance (Past President), Judy West (Vice-
President), Tod Stuessy (Secretary-General), Josef Greim ler 
(Treasurer), Warren Wagner (Reserve Fund Manager), Robbert 
Gradstein (Editor-in-Chief, TAXON), and Council Members 
Sandy Knapp, Toby Pennington, Gideon Smith, Nick Turland, 
Benito Valdés, and Jun Wen. John McNeill, chair of the No-
menclature Committee, also attended. The action items from 
this meeting are as follows:

 1. Benito Valdés, Sevilla, has been selected by Council to re-
place Santiago Castroviejo, Madrid, who tragically passed 
away.

 2. Searches continue for replacements of personnel of IAPT 
to take over at the IBC in 2011. The top needs are for a new 
Secretary-General and new Editor-in-Chief of TAXON. 
Nominations and letters of interest are welcome.

 3. The operating fund of IAPT finished at the end of the third 
quarter of 2009 (as of 9 Oct) with an account balance of 
22,205 Euros (US$32,782) in contrast to a loss from last 
year. Cost-saving measures during the year produced the 
needed reductions, including salary adjustments, eliminat-
ing non-essential expenses, and negotiation of lower print-
ing costs with Allen Press.

 4. A new financial accounting system has been implemented 
in the Vienna office to track operating funds more precisely. 
Four currencies are involved: Euro, dollar (U.S.), Swiss 
franc, and British pound.

 5. Due to income arriving in the IAPT office beginning 1 No-
vember (rather then 1 January) of each year, it was decided 
to have financial reporting to council over 1 July–30 June of 
each previous year. This will allow a better understanding 
of the rhythm of payments and disbursements over the full 
financial cycle rather than the calendar year.

 6. The Reserve Fund is making a strong comeback after 
showing negative growth due to declines in the world 
stock markets and the global credit crunch. No revenue in 
2009 was taken from the fund to pay for projects or oper-
ating expenses, so that an eventual full recovery may be 
obtained. The total fund stands at US$973,979, down from 
US$1,107,514 a year ago.

 7. TAXON continues to maintain its reputation as one of the 
best and most highly rated journals in systematic botany 
with an impact factor of 2.4.

 8. It was approved to have six issues of TAXON (ca. 2100 
pages) during 2010. This initiative is designed to reduce 
the current backlog and speed up time to publication of 
submitted and accepted manuscripts.

 9. To cover costs of six issues (rather than only four) of 
TAXON, subscription rates for 2010 have been increased 
to 595 Euros (before 1 Nov 2009) and 625 Euros afterward. 
Membership dues have also been increased slightly to 65 
Euros for individuals, 35 Euros for developing country in-
dividuals, 25 Euros for students, and 800 Euros for life 
members.

10. Memberships in IAPT during 2008 increased in some cat-
egories and dropped in others. Regular individual mem-
bership is down 5%, and developing country individual 
membership is down 8%. Online-only membership is up 
10% and Student membership is up 8%. It was decided 
to make a special membership initiative during 2010 with 
focus on North America and China. The total number of 
members in IAPT in all categories is 1505.

11. Our regional treasurer in Beijing, Yan Ling, continues to 
help with facilitating IAPT membership for our Chinese 
colleagues.

12. It is important that persons be able to pay directly for IAPT 
memberships on-line with credit cards. Efforts will be made 
to implement this in time for payment of dues for 2011.

13. Sponsorship of memberships has reached 100, with par-
ticularly good participation from the U.S.A., U.K., Austria, 
Germany, and the Netherlands.

14. Nine research grants of US$1,000 each were awarded in 
2009 to students or young investigators in Argentina, Bra-
zil, and Cuba.

15. Several projects were approved for funding for 2010: re-
search grants (US$15,000), IOPB symposium meeting 
(US$5,000; India), New Frontiers in Plant Systematics and 
Evolution conference in Beijing (US$5,000), publication of 
Vienna 2005 nomenclature report in Englera (US$3,000), 
meeting of the Indian Association for Angiosperm Tax-
onomy (US$1,000), and symposium at the Latin American 
Botanical Congress (US$500). An allocation (US$5,000) 
for TL-II online was also included in the 2010 budget, but 
ongoing discussions with the Biological Heritage Library 
consortium for a co-operative digital venture may render this 
expense unnecessary at no loss of service to IAPT members.

16. IAPT will explore possible ties with the International As-
sociation for Cultivated Plant Taxonomy (publishers of the 
Cultivated Plant Code).

17. The next council meeting will be held in Beijing, 6 July 
2010.




